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PACIFISM AND VIOLENCE
A STUDY IN BOURGEOIS ETHICS
TpHERE is not much left of importance in bourgeois
Ji ethics. Chastity, sobriety, salvation and cleanliness
have ceased to be topics on which the bourgeois feels
very deeply. There is, in fact, only one issue on which
the bourgeois conscience is to-day wanned into activity.
Pacifism, always latent in the bourgeois creed, has now
crystallised out as almost the only emotionally-charged
belief left in Protestant Christianity or in its analogue,
bourgeois * idealism *.
I call it a distinctively bourgeois doctrine, because I
mean by pacifism* not the love of peace as a good to
be secured by a definite form of action, but the belief
that any form of social constraint of others or any
violent action is in itself wrong, and that violence
such as War must be passively resisted because to use
violence to end violence would be logically sel&con-
tradictory. I oppose pacifism in this sense to the
CcHmnmist belief that the only way to secure peace
is by a revolutionary change in the social system, and
ttal rising classes resist revolution violently and must
tfeasefbse be overtbrown by force.
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